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THE MASTER OF BALLIOL.

PERSONAL REMINISCENCES BY AN EX-

ETUDENT OF DALLIOL,

1 first met the Master of Balliol in the autumn |
of 1885, 1 had just passed the entrance exami-
and the custom was 1o
I was shown Into his drawing-
room, where the Master was standing upon the |
hearth-rug with his back to the fire.
He wore an evening dress
M-Atting and of old-
a low linen collar much cut
Hi= hands were
His head hung |
forward and his eyes rested upon the floor, |
beneath a browd fore-

nation to the College,
call upon him.

of medium stature.
suit of shiny broadcloth,
fashloned cut;
away and a white dress tle.
loosely folded In front of him.

and in that perspective

hend looked small
As 1 entered, the Master slowly

full dome-shaped head.

geemed Lalf closed,
The nose,
tip, with nostrils set rather high.
small: the lips thin and compressed.
a marked fulness of the throat.
and crown of the head were bald,

slighitly back, offsct the

and at the corners of the eyes

the mouth.

serutinizing me.

1 felt at first more like an intruder than a
The Master did not eome forward to

visitor.

greet me, but walted until 1 had come to him, |
hig hand with a |

then awkwardly thrust out

bt

The
were full and the flesh heavy and somewhat
\ puffy, emphagizing the lines from the nostrils to
The eves were kindly and bore a .
sleepy expression, but I felt that he was closely

He was |

ralsed his
1 remember expecting
to see him straighten his body, but it ataved |
bent, as i in an acquired stoop, Though he
looked for a moment straight at me, his eyes |
their lds full and heavy.
aquiline and much curved at the
The mouth
The c¢hin
wase short and receding, as if drawn down by
The forehead
at the
gides and back the snow-white hair was thick
and wavy and, brushed out from the head and T
fresh, pink complexion,

There were slight wrinkles across the forehead

cheeks |

stieets?"

ter
hearted.

eald T might try my hand at Journalism.
Inoked at me for fully a minute without speak-
ing, and then sald, “Why don't you sweep the

But In the face of his peculiarities the Mas-

was bepevolent,
Those
abjeets of his solleitude.

wivon, and with o kindness and grace that en-

He

. an:m:non.
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boylsh manner and lot it drop from mine almost

before 1 haud time to grasp it. The first few
minutes of my visit were digconcerting.
my presence.
head again dropped on his chest and he stared
or twice
1 triedd to persunde
myeelf that the awkwardness of his welcome
came only from an extreme shyness,
PBut there was always lack
of ease in his greeting though his manner be-
came warmer and more genial and the grasp

Master seemed to forget
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I did

of his hand firmer though never prolonged.

At length he spoke,
the college formally.

was no room for me In college,

sep that 1 was well advised in my choice of
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waords, as it were, before nttering them, with
e spoie in
short sentences, and delivered them unevenly,
his voice rising in piteh though its strength

a nervous sipping of the lips.

faded.
Presently

1 was not sorry,

asked o open

ence. 1 walked down

He weoltomed
Hoped that T would, as
he put it, “enfoy my stay,” and was sorry there
would |

me

the Master again thrust out his
band, and T knew that I was expected to leave, |
but no geoner had the door |
1 closed behind me than I hoped I might soon be
it and walk again Into his pres- |
the broad staircase, |
along the passage tiled im red and blye, and
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